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First coronavirus death 
reported in KC area 


BY KATIE MOORE 
kamoore@kcstar.com 


The Kansas City area’s first 
death from the new coronavirus 
was announced Thursday night 
by Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly. A 
male in his 70s died in a long- 


term care facility in Wyandotte 
County, she said. 

The announcement came 
hours after Mayor David Alvey 
of the Unified Government of 
Wyandotte County and Kansas 
City, Kansas, had told residents 
they did not have a confirmed 
case of COVID-19 in the county. 


No cases of the respiratory 
illness have been confirmed in 
Kansas City, but three new 
cases were identified earlier 
Thursday in Johnson County. In 
Missouri, Gov. Mike Parson 
announced the state’s second 
“presumptive positive” case, 
found in Greene County. 


Rapidly evolving concerns 
over the spread of the 
coronavirus in Kansas City 
prompted officials on Thursday 
to declare a state of emergency 
as staple March events including 
the Big 12 tournament and the 
St. Patrick’s Day parade were 
called off. 


Gatherings of more than 
1,000 people are prohibited 
under the emergency declara- 
tion, which is in effect for an 
initial period of 21 days, Mayor 
Quinton Lucas announced. 

“Protecting all of our resi- 
dents remains our top priority, 
which means that how we inter- 
act over the weeks and months 
ahead will need to change dra- 
matically as we confront our 
current public health chal- 
lenge,” Lucas said. 

Dozens of events across the 
region were canceled, as librar- 
ies, theaters and schools altered 


SEE VIRUS, 3A 


KC restaurants, 
bars, hotels fear 
loss of business 


BY KEVIN HARDY, STEVE VOCKRODT 
AND JOYCE SMITH 
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Kathy Zeller flew more than 
1,000 miles on Wednesday to 
watch the Kansas Jayhawks play 
in the Big 12 basketball tourna- 
ment. 

But when the conference 
canceled the tournament Thurs- 
day — the latest in a string of 
coronavirus-related disrup- 
tions— she decided to pay an 
airline change fee to head back 
home to Las Vegas two days 
early. 

“TP'm disappointed,” Zeller 
said Thursday as she walked 
from lunch in the Power & Light 
District. “But once it sunk in, I 
thought it was the right thing to 
do.” 

That means not only is Zeller 
losing money on the trip — she 
spent $750 on game tickets 
alone — but so is Kansas City. 

With warm weather, spring 
breaks and basketball tourna- 
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Note to readers 


Starting March 14, we will launch 
a new weekend package with 
expanded newspapers on Fridays 
and Sundays and access to the 
Saturday edition exclusively 
online. 


While we will no longer produce 
a printed newspaper on Saturday, 
we will continue to publish the 
strong independent local 
journalism you expect from The 
Kansas City Star online seven 
days a week. 


If you haven't already done so, 
please activate your digital 
subscription and never miss a 
breaking story. The eEdition is a 
digital replica of the printed 
edition and is ready to read by 6 
a.m. and often earlier. To learn 
more about the eEdition, visit 
kansascity.com/eedition. Also 
included are our mobile and 
tablet apps, newsletters and 
more. To start reading the 
eEdition now, log on to 
kansascity.com/activate and 
follow the easy steps. 


If you have any questions, 
comments or concerns related to 
the new delivery method, please 
give us a call at 877-962-7827 or 
email us at customerservice@ 
kcstar.com. We will do everything 
possible to ensure your 
satisfaction. 


CUSTOMER SERVICE 


To subscribe or report delivery issues, 
877-962-7827 or kansascity.com/customer-service 


Panic over coronavirus empties 
shelves of sanitizers, toilet paper 


JILL TOYOSHIBA jtoyoshiba@kcstar.com 


Nearly all the toilet paper was gone at Marsh's Sun Fresh Market in Westport on Thursday afternoon. A store manager said employees had 
stocked the shelves three times starting Wednesday night. 


BY JUDY L. THOMAS 
AND LAURA BAUER 


jthomas@kcstar.com 
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A brief call to Home Depot in 
Midtown Kansas City on Thurs- 
day went like this: 

Do you have any hand sanitiz- 
er? 

“We don’t have any more.” 

How about Lysol? 

“That’s gone, too. And we 
don’t know when we’ll be get- 
ting more.” 

Toilet paper? 

“We do have that, but that’s 
it.” 

Ah, the toilet paper. 

Amid the panic of the coro- 
navirus pandemic — which has 
shut down college basketball 
tournaments across the coun- 
try, suspended professional 
sports, canceled parades and 
festivals and left thousands of 
Americans self-quarantined — 
stores have reported a run on 
cleaning and hygiene supplies. 
And toilet paper. 

Yes, toilet paper. The manag- 
er of Strasser Hardware on 
Southwest Boulevard can’t 
believe it, either. 

“Now people realize we had 


Business 
Classified 
Comics 


some and now we’re about 
out,” said Lucas Orozco, who 
just had to order more for the 
Kansas City, Kansas, store. 
“We’re a hardware store. Who 
comes to a hardware store for 
toilet paper? But yeah, they 
found our stash.” 

Just like they do before a 
massive storm blows in, cus- 
tomers across the country have 
ransacked store shelves grab- 
bing things they need — or 
think they need — to be well 
stocked for weeks. 

First, it was the hand sanitiz- 
er and disinfectant wipes. The 
face masks. Those items make 
sense for battling a contagious 


virus that has been deadly for 
seniors over age 70 and those 
with pre-existing conditions. 
But then, as the pandemic 
and panic grew, people started 
buying up the bathroom tissue. 
On Thursday, the Costco 
employee who answered the 
phone almost seemed apol- 
ogetic. And well versed in the 
answer she was about to give. 
“We don’t have any toilet 
paper,” she said when asked 
about the Kansas City store’s 
supply. “I was just told the 
toilet paper will be restocked, 
hopefully tomorrow.” 
But just to make sure, she 
said, phone ahead in the morn- 
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ing. 

Calls to area Sam’s Clubs on 
Thursday were answered with a 
message: 

“Tf you are calling to check 
item availability, please know 
that due to constantly changing 
inventory levels, we are not 
able to provide this information 
over the phone at this time. The 
best way to understand current 
item availability is to visit your 
local Sam’s Club.” 

Price Chopper in Wyandotte 
Plaza in Kansas City, Kansas, 
said it had “some toilet paper 
but not a lot,” as well as a limit- 
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